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FONDATION
WIENER-ANSPACH



                Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of Cambridge or Oxford 
                2025 Call for Applications


Eligibility requirements 

Applicants must have fully completed all requirements for a PhD from the Université libre de Bruxelles no later than 15 October 2025 and not before 1 October 2020.
How to apply

The complete file is composed of the application form (filled out electronically) with its seven annexes and two or three detailed letters of reference.

The application form must be accompanied by the following annexes:

1. A personal statement (in English, one page maximum), dated and signed, indicating your mid-term academic or professional goals and explaining why undertaking research at the University of Cambridge or Oxford could help you achieve them.
2. An acceptance letter from your host department in Cambridge/Oxford, clearly stating your affiliation status, the costs possibly associated with this affiliation and their support to your visa application (see instructions to be downloaded on our website).
3. A summary (in English, 2000 signs maximum, including spaces) of your research project.
4. A description of your research project, clearly highlighting the scientific benefit of the interaction with your host promoter at the University of Cambridge or Oxford (in English, four pages maximum, bibliography included).
5. A detailed CV (do not use the Europass template).
6. A copy of your Doctoral Examination report. If not already available, please note it will have to be submitted before you can take up your fellowship, if granted.
7. A copy of your university transcripts for each academic year and of your diplomas.
The letters of reference must be sent directly to the Foundation by:

1. Your Thesis Supervisor at the ULB (for PhD completed in joint supervision, this first reference letter must be co-signed by both supervisors). An additional letter from another member of the ULB academic staff can be sent if this person is/was also closely involved in supervising your PhD. 
2. The member of the academic staff – holding a full-time permanent position at the University of Cambridge or Oxford – who will be supervising your research in Cambridge/Oxford.
It is your responsibility to contact these persons and provide them with the information that must be included in their letter of reference (see the instructions on our website). 
Deadline for application

Before submitting your application, you will have to merge and compress the application form and the annexes in one single PDF.
· The application form and the annexes must be received by Monday 10 March (noon Belgian time) on our email address: fwa@ulb.be.

· The letters of reference must be sent directly by the referees to fwa@ulb.be by Monday 10 March (noon Belgian time). 

If you have any questions, you can contact our Administrative Officer, Andréanne Lafrance, at fwa@ulb.be or             + 32 2 650 27 16 (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.30 am-1.30 pm).

IMPORTANT 
DURATION OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

The fellowship is for minimum 12, maximum 24 months. It can be granted only once. 

The fellowship must start between 1 October 2025 and 1 January 2026 and cannot run later than 30 September 2027.

TYPE OF GRANT

Fellows working at the University of Cambridge or Oxford receive a "subside à savant” (currently £2,450/month). Please note that a "subside à savant" is a non-taxable research grant which does not provide for social or medical cover in Belgium (no contributions are paid by the Foundation during the fellowship period). Wiener-Anspach Fellows are encouraged to keep contributing to a mutuelle in Belgium for the duration of their stay abroad in order to avoid a waiting period of 6 months on their return. For more information, please contact your mutuelle.

VISAS
As a reminder, following Brexit a visa is required to legally reside in the UK. Postdoctoral Fellows holders must apply for a Government Authorized Exchange visa (Temporary Work) at least 3 months before the start date of their stay, in cooperation with the host department or centre in Cambridge or Oxford, which must provide a certificate of sponsorship (CoS).

To apply, you must have a passport valid for at least six months and with at least one blank page. Additional documents may be required depending on your situation. Documents not in English must be accompanied by a certified translation.

Instructions on the procedure to be followed are available on this website. Applications can be made entirely online using the “UK immigration” application.

The Fondation Wiener-Anspach will reimburse the cost of the visa and of the International Health Surcharge (compulsory subscription to the National Health System) upon presentation of supporting documents. Please note that only the normal visa application fee will be reimbursed; all extra fees, such as express procedure, will not be covered and will have to be paid by the Fellow.

PLEASE DO NOT CHANGE THE FORM LAYOUT
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Diplomas (duplicate if necessary)

For each diploma, please indicate:
Degree title: 

Awarding university: 
Date awarded: 

Grade: 
If applicable, thesis title and thesis supervisor:
Yearly results:
	Academic Year

 
	Year of study
(i.e. 1st year undergraduate)
	Grade point average

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Degree title: 

Awarding university: 
Date awarded: 

Grade: 
If applicable, thesis title and thesis supervisor:
Yearly results:
	Academic Year

 
	Year of study
(i.e. postgraduate)
	Grade point average

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Degree title: 

Awarding university: 
Date awarded: 

Grade: 
If applicable, thesis title and thesis supervisor:
Yearly results:
	Academic Year


	Year of study
(i.e. postgraduate)
	Grade point average

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Personal information 





Name and surname: 


Date and place of birth:


Nationality: 


Postal address:





Private telephone number: 


Permanent email address:








Name and contact details of your referees


Your Thesis Supervisor at the ULB





Title, name and surname:


Faculty/Department/Unit:


Email address:�Reminder: for PhD completed in joint supervision, this reference letter must be co-signed by both supervisors.��Your host at the University of Cambridge or Oxford


Title, name and surname:


College:


Department/Unit:


Email address:


(Optional) ULB Academic also closely involved in supervising your PhD (not a co-supervisor)





Title, name and surname: 


Faculty/Department/Unit:


Email address:














Add a colour picture





Research project�


Host University:


Host Department:





Title of your research project in English (maximum 240 signs, including spaces):


��Title of your research project in French (maximum 240 signs, including spaces):�


Start and finish date (minimum 12, maximum 24 months, the fellowship period must start between 1 October 2025 and 1 January 2026 and must end on 30 September 2027 at the latest):














Fieldwork





Wiener-Anspach Fellows may not carry out fieldwork for more than two months for one year of fellowship and four months for two years of fellowship. 





Does your research project include any fieldwork? �If yes, please specify:


Where: 





For how long and when (give precise dates, if already known):





If you be traveling with members of your host department in Cambridge/Oxford:





Current professional situation


Current activity and funding: 




















Do you already have any funding to undertake your research project in Cambridge or Oxford during the period covered by this call? Please specify the name of the funding body and the amount. The Fondation Wiener-Anspach will supplement partial funding. 














Are you planning to apply to other funding agencies for the period covered by this call (either to go to Cambridge or Oxford or to undertake research in other institutions, including ULB)?  Please specify the names of the funding bodies, the destinations and the expected dates of response.








Affiliation to a college in your host university





The affiliation to a college of your choice is encouraged but it is your responsibility to take the necessary steps. The Fondation Wiener-Anspach can contribute to the cost of affiliation. 





Do you intend, with the help of your Cambridge or Oxford promoter, to take the necessary steps to become affiliated to a college? If so, to which college and in what capacity (Non-Stipendiary Research Fellow, Visiting Scholar, etc.)? 














Note: The FWA cooperates with St John's College in Cambridge and Wolfson College in Oxford.  If you would like to apply as a Junior Research Fellow at Wolfson, please download the form from our website. Instructions for applying as a College Research Associate at St John's will be published on their �HYPERLINK "https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/college-research-associates-competition"��website� in February 2025. Please note that the award of a fellowship by the FWA does not automatically lead to a positive response from the authorities of these colleges, which select Fellows according to their own assessment criteria.








Other information (to be listed in reverse chronological order)


Previous fellowships and funding received to pursue your research (FNRS, European funding…):











Prizes awarded:











Previous employments, if any:








Current knowledge of English


Written (average/good/excellent):


Spoken (average/good/excellent):





Do you have one or more English language certificates?


If yes, please provide us with a copy. If not, please note a certificate is not required to apply to FWA fellowships.











PhD:





Thesis Supervisor:  





Title of thesis: 











Exact title of academic degree and field:








Defense date (if not yet defended, please give the expected date):























Our Fellowship Programme


How did you find out about the Wiener-Anspach Fellowship programme?











Have you already applied for a Wiener-Anspach Fellowship? If yes, please give the year.









