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Paul Collier is Professor of Economics and Director of the Centre for the Study of African 
Economies, Oxford University. He took a five year Public Service leave, 1998-2003, during 
which he was Director of the Research Development Department of the World Bank. He is 
also a Professeur invité at CERDI, Université d’Auvergne, and at Paris 1.  

Areas of activity: governance in low-income countries, especially the political economy of 
democracy, economic growth in Africa, economics of civil war, aid, globalisation and poverty  

His most important publication is:  

Collier, 2007, The Bottom Billion: Why the poorest countries are failing and what can be done 

about it, Oxford University Press.  


